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Letters Patent under the Great Seal, accompanied by Chapter
Instructions under the royal sign manual and signet,    __1
while the actual appointment is made by commission
under the sign manual and signet. The commission of
Sir Isaac Isaacs was countersigned by Mr. Scullin as the
formal mode of expressing the fact thatthe appointment
was advised by that minister. In the case of the States
the instruments clearly are still necessary; in the case
of the Do-minions the instructions are now obsolescent
and the procedure may be revised. But it is necessary
to make it clear that the King delegates to the
Governor-General the prerogative in so far as that is
proper for exercise in a Dominion. This issue un-
questionably has been affected by the progress of
Dominion autonomy. Formerly the extent of the dele-
gation of the prerogative in the case of the Dominions
had to be judged on the basis of their subordinate
position; now that equality of status has been asserted,
it may be argued that prima facie every royal pre-
rogative has by necessary intendment passed to the
Governor-General. But, as we have seen, this is not
accepted law as regards the vital external prerogatives,
nor does it apply to the prerogative of honour. In all
probability, however, without special delegation there
may be held to be implicit in the office of Governor-
General all such prerogatives as are necessary for the
government of the territory concerned, leaving it for
convention to determine what prerogatives must thus
be deemed to have passed, and which the King still
will exercise in person. As has been seen, in certain cases
the King still acts, and no doubt the difficulty of deter-
mining what division should be made deters action.
This position has clearly dominated the attitude of